
   

NORTH ARLINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 

NORTH ARLINGTON, NEW JERSEY 

    PUBLIC WORK SESSION 

February 13, 2023 
 

5:37 p.m. 

 

Board of Education Office 
 

 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

II. ROLL CALL    Mr. McDermott  Present 
Mrs. Higgins  Present 

Mr. Dorsett  Present 

Mr. Smith  Present 

Mrs. Gilgallon  Present  

              Student Board Member Present 

                       

III.  

SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 

 

IV. STATEMENT OF PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE 

 

This Public Meeting of February 13, 2023, of  the Board of Education of the Borough of North 

Arlington, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, is called pursuant to a schedule of 

meetings adopted on January 5, 2023 and of notice given to the Clerk of the Borough of North 

Arlington and to the Librarian of the Free Public Library of North Arlington for posting therein as 

election notices are posted and of notice given to the Editor of the following newspapers:  the 

Bergen RECORD of Hackensack and the Newark Star Ledger. 

 

 

1. The Superintendent updated the Board regarding “Stop the Bleed”  kits, which were 

supported by our high school nurse.  He said that we purchased two tourniquets for every 

classroom as well as non-medicated gauze packets.  Mr. McDermott suggested noting the 

expiration and bagging dates.  The Superintendent agreed. 

 

2. The Superintendent updated the Board regarding the school calendar.  He said that he spoke 

with the high school and middle school principals regarding adding a day for the Memorial 

Day weekend if no snow days are used so that the graduation days will not fall on Friday, 

June 16th or Monday, June 19th. He stated that this option is supported by administration as 

opposed to holding earlier graduations before school ends. 

 

3. The Superintendent presented corrective actions plans to the Board.  The first was a SEMI 

Corrective Action Plan for the 2023/2024 school year.  The second was the Corrective Action 

Plan for the NJ DOE ESEA Title I Audit of 2019/2020 fiscal year.  The Superintendent and 

School Business Administrator reviewed the plans. 

 

4. The Superintendent stated that he received an email from the Director of Recreation and the 

Mayor requesting that all future recreation dates for gym usage are approved and that they 

settings, such as the Senior Center, for PTO events.   He reviewed his potential response 

denying the request, since PTO events have already been scheduled.  The Board agreed. 

 

Mr. McDermott left the meeting at 5:50 

Mr. McDermott re-entered the meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

5. Mr. Dorsett inquired about the change order for services at Susan B. Anthony School.  The 

School Business Administrator said that we are getting a $500 credit for the alterations done 

at Susan B. Anthony School Media Center. 

 

6. Mr. Smith inquired about the necessity of the benches and tables purchase for the 

Washington School cafeteria.  The School Business Administrator explained that they 

needed to be replaced because the benches were broken and the school was using temporary 

folding tables to accommodate more students, so it was necessary to order more tables and 

cabinets to store the tables in.  She said that the purchase will be made from cafeteria funds. 

 

7. The Superintendent and Board reviewed new positions, which are tied to the 23/24 budget.  

The Superintendent stated that there was a need for a Supervisor of Research, Planning & 

Evaluations.  The job qualifications and job description were discussed. 

 

8. The School Business Administrator reviewed the 23/24 budget with the Board.  She 

explained all cost centers and any area of significant change. 

 

9. The School Business Administrator updated the Board regarding recent and anticipated 

capital projects in the district, which included the completion of the media center renovation 

at Susan B. Anthony Elementary School, the science wing renovation at North Arlington 

High School, the roof replacement project at Jefferson Elementary School, the gym floor 

replacement and HVAC upgrades at Roosevelt Elementary School, and the lighting, unit 

ventilators, and boiler replacement project that PSE&G has started, district-wide. 

 

10. The Superintendent and School Business Administrator discussed the proposed tax increase 

with the Board based on the enrollment adjustment given to the district by the State.  This 

adjustment would allow taxes to increase 1.34% over the statutory 2 %.  The Superintendent 

and School Business Administrator gave the Board a breakdown and provided several 

options.   The Superintendent and the Board discussed the matter in further detail. 

 

 

Motion to move to Executive Session at 6:45 p.m. made by Mr. McDermott second by Mrs. 

Higgins.  There was no discussion.  On Roll Call all Board members present voted in the 

affirmative and none in the negative, it was so ordered. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Samantha Dembowski 

SD:at 


